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PROJECTS TO MEET BRITISH COLUMBIA’S FUTURE ELECTRICITY DEMAND

As outlined in the November 2013 Integrated Resource Plan, BC Hydro forecasts that additional generation resources will be needed to 
meet future demand. To help meet this demand, BC Hydro is installing two new units at Mica Generating Station and moving forward on 
the Site C project.

PLANNING FOR THE UNEXPECTED
It is possible that even with these projects completed and with energy efficiency and conservation measures in place, additional resources 
may still be needed. As part of good utility practice, BC Hydro must have contingency plans in place in case electricity demand grows 
faster than forecast, of if planned resources don't become available when expected. To prepare for this contingency, BC Hydro has started 
planning work to allow the installation of a sixth generating unit into an empty bay at Revelstoke Generating Station as early as 2021.

Revelstoke Unit 6 would add approximately 500 megawatts of capacity to BC Hydro’s system and provide a significant amount of electricity 
when our customers need it most – during dark cold winter days when furnaces, appliances and lights are all in use. The provincial 
Environmental Assessment Office has issued a legislative order that the project needs an environmental assessment certificate. The 
capacitor station is included within the scope of work.

A PROPOSED NEW CAPACITOR STATION IN THE SOUTH OKANAGAN
For BC Hydro’s transmission system to accommodate 
the sixth generation unit at the Revelstoke Dam, the 
existing transmission system must be reinforced with a 
capacitor station which will maintain voltage levels in 
the transmission line, achieve greater system stability, 
and improve electrical system efficiency. 

The capacitor station needs to be close to the physical 
midpoint (lengthwise) of the transmission line which 
runs between Vaseux Lake Terminal Station and Nicola 
Substation.  

Should the Revelstoke 6 project proceed, the new series 
capacitor station would be built on BC Hydro property 
along Bathville Road approximately 19 kilometres west of 
Summerland. The 6.4 hectare property is on the south 
side of Bathville Road adjacent to and on the east side of 
the existing 500 kilovolt transmission lines. The capacitor 
station could require approximately 3 to 4 hectares and 
would be located below or beside the existing 
transmission line. 



While the design has not been completed for the capacitor station proposed for Bathville Road, the photo
above is an example of a capacitor station. This is the Guichon Capacitor Station near Kamloops, B.C.

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW?

The proposed capacitor station is included in BC Hydro’s Environmental Assessment Act application for the Revelstoke Generating 
Station Unit 6 Project. 

BC Hydro has completed a number of environmental field studies at the site including of wildlife, plants, and an 
archeological impact assessment. 

KEEPING INFORMED

If you would like to be added to BC Hydro’s stakeholder list for this project and receive, via email, project updates and project related 
notifications please e-mail dayle.hopp@bchydro.com.

Further information about the Revelstoke Unit 6 Project, including the proposed Capacitor Station Project, can be found at https://
www.bchydro.com/energy-in-bc/projects/revelstoke-unit-6.html.
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